In presenting this communication to the Society, I would first take the opportunity of tendering my most sincere thanks to Dr Angus Macdonald for his valuable aid in arriving at a correct diagnosis of the case, his unselfishness in placing the patient in my hands for operation, and thus enabling me to perform my first ovariotomy, and for his kindly assistance during the operation.
The patient is 27 years of age, and has had five children. She has complained for a year back of frequently recurring severe attacks of pain in the right groin and in the back, and a month previous to operation she noticed a swelling in the right groin, which has gradually increased in size.
On examining her under chloroform there was found to be a tumour about the size of a child's head in the lower part of the abdomen, extending 6 inches above the level of the symphysis pubis. customed to the confinement of the sick-room, has lost flesh, and has been brought by her suffering to dread the operation less than the disease, bears the removal of an ovarian tumour, even though large and adherent, better than one whose whole course of life is suddenly changed from the performance of ordinary active duties to the enforced quiet and confinement in bed which necessarily follow ovariotomy." But an ovarian tumour will in all probability have to be taken out some day, while its presence certainly renders life much more risky than it otherwise would be; so that, if this be the only objection which Mr Wells has to early operations, surely it would be worth while accustoming a patient, say for a month, to the necessary " quiet and confinement of a sick-room" before operating, rather than letting her go about her ordinary active duties with the sword of Damocles hanging constantly over her head in the shape of twisting of the pedicle, rupture of the cyst, formation of pelvic adhesions, or some other untoward occurrences. Nor is Mr Wells's simile between the relative positions and chances of an otherwise healthy woman subjected to the operation of ovariotomy and one on whom the operation is performed at a time when the disease has affected the general health, and those of a man undergoing a primary amputation for a railway smash, and one having his leg taken off for long-standing disease of the kneejoint, at all a happy or even an applicable one.
In conclusion, I would make the following extract from Dr 
